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As a child, she may have been more comfortable in the stands, but today Maria Mauti wants
nothing less than center stage. On a trip to Cedar Point, Mauti’s godfather pushed her to go
into a mock recording studio. When her recording wound up being played over the park
loudspeakers, it was her first step into the limelight, fueling a passion for performing.

A car accident spoiled her plans to study dance in college. After a year at Point Park
University as a musical theatre and ballet major, Mauti took the advice of her dad, Joseph
Mauti ’78, and transferred to RMU last year. She soon landed a lead role in the school
production of Elton John’s remake of Aida, followed by roles in High School Musical and
Godspell with the Pittsburgh Musical Theater, which is headed by RMU professor
Ken Gargaro, Ph.D.

“It wasn’t until I came to RMU that I had the confidence and freedom I needed in order to
truly follow my dreams,” Mauti says. “When Ken Gargaro looked at me and said, ‘You’re
a star!’ I realized the potential I had here. He really became like
my musical dad and gave me the experience I needed to
know that anything is possible.”

Her younger brother
Daniel was adopted from
Cambodia, and twice Maria
has gone there as a volunteer.
She taught English in Phnom
Penh and helped at an “AIDS
village,” where families go to
receive treatment for the disease
together rather than being
separated. Cooking, singing,

and playing guitar for the
children, Mauti gained a

new perspective on her
future dreams to

manage a
charity or

nonprofit
organization.

WRITTEN BY AUBREY DIVITO
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Kohun was bred to tackle such a tough challenge. His father,
who had fled the Soviet Union as a teenager, made his son
read Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina in Russian. Kohun studied
psychology, then history, then economics,
before homing in on the emerging field
of information systems –
a marriage of computer
programming and
systems analysis geared
towards solving concrete
business problems.

“I now realize that we
were entrepreneurs of a
different kind,” says Jeryl
Schreiner D’02, a member
of Kohun’s first RMU
doctoral cohort. She is a
cofounder of Pittsburgh’s Idea
Foundry, a nonprofit incubator for
young high-tech companies, and also
president of her own entrepreneurial
consulting firm, WillowRock Inc.

The three-year D.Sc. program, in which the entire cohort
meets for intense classroom sessions for one full week

It was ten years ago this fall that computer and information
systems professor Fred Kohun, Ph.D., spent an anguished
weekend, wondering what to tell the 14 people who
had signed up for Robert Morris University’s first
doctoral program.

His bosses wanted the new D.Sc. in information systems and
communications to be an applied, professional degree, akin
to a J.D. or M.D., not theoretical like a Ph.D. The program
had to appeal to aspiring executives, not just with convenient
scheduling but in its subject matter and coursework. Instead
of a dissertation, students would take a problem from the
business world and research it with a field project.

“I was panic stricken,” recalls Kohun, associate dean of
graduate programs and associate provost for research,
accreditation, and program support. “I’d struggled all
summer trying to figure it out. I was ready to give them
their money back and say, ‘Come back next year.’”

Instead, he stayed up until 2 a.m. before that first Monday
of classes, reworking the curriculum, trying to graft a research
methodology and structure onto students’ existing expertise
in communication and information systems. He succeeded,

and the formula he devised is still largely
the one being followed today.

Entrepreneurs of a Different Kind
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home from commencement and they had ‘Welcome
home, Dr. Grandma’ on a sign in the yard,” she says.

Jerry Macioce D’03 got to come home thanks in part to his doctorate.
For years the Shaler native was a network infrastructure and
IT consultant in Washington, D.C., and he commuted from
the capital to RMU.

He had at least one astounding story to share with his cohort:
Macioce was walking down a Pentagon corridor on 9/11
when the hijacked plane hit, and he quickly had to evacuate
his staff to safety.

Westinghouse Electric hired Macioce in December as
director of systems enterprise integration, and this spring
the Pittsburgh nuclear energy powerhouse promoted him
to chief information officer, putting him in charge of the
computer systems used by the Westinghouse’s 13,000
global employees.

The doctorate played a big part in helping him land the top-
level corporate post, Macioce says. “It just makes you unique.
To be an executive, you
have to be successful
and unique,” he says.
“You have to stand
out among your peers,
because everybody can
write a business case.”

and then three
subsequent weekends

each semester, has graduated
more than 100 professionals in its

first decade. Here is a sampling:

A longtime senior-level administrator in
various federal posts, Marie Savoy

D‘09 found out about the program
from a coworker, who had heard

Kohun extolling it during a visit
to the capital.

Two weeks before she earned the degree
this spring, Savoy was named associate

director for management for the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve. She is now
in charge of all administrative operations for

the agency that governs the country’s central bank,
and she says RMU paved the way for her promotion.

“This is a highly skilled, highly educated group. I come to
them as a peer, able to talk to them about complex issues,”
Savoy says. “They were very happy here that I was getting
my doctorate, and they told me so.”

Savoy’s big family, which includes five children and 21
grandchildren, gave her a memorable celebration. “I got



therapist Christopher
Spann D’08 formed his
own group. Lifeboat
Ministries, based in Homewood,
connects volunteer mentors with young people
who are referred by parents or school counselors.

“I believe in the kinetic energy of
human beings trying to help each
other,” Spann says. “If I help out
20 kids, that’s 20 less that the
criminal justice system has to
arrest. If they learn skills to help
out others, those 20 may help out
an additional 20.”

Most of his prior experience is in drug
counseling. But Spann’s doctoral field project went
in a different direction, examining how visiting online
chat rooms can be detrimental to those trying to overcome
sexual addiction.

“At graduation, when they announced the title of my
project, people kind of went ‘Ewww,’” Spann says.
But the project taught him valuable lessons, which he
hopes to share by publishing a version of it later this
year for other counselors to use.

As communications coordinator for the Allegheny County
District Attorney, Karen Paullet ’02, M’05, D’09 helps prosecutors

assemble cases into digital presentations they can show to a jury. That
can include video footage from surveillance cameras, crime

scene photographs, 3-D maps and diagrams, even primers
on how experts analyze fingerprints or blood

spatter patterns.

It’s not something Paullet, whose background
was in finance, ever expected to be doing.

Now she speaks about forensics at high schools
throughout the region, and also teaches computer

classes as an adjunct professor at RMU.

Paullet says when she was in high school she always
dreamed of getting a doctorate. This spring her dream came

true. “It’s the first time that I actually feel like, oh my
gosh, I’ve actually done something important,” she says.

WRITTEN BY MARK HOUSER

Read more alumni profiles at www.rmu.edu/foundations.

When U.S. Steel needed to buy zinc for its galvanized steel lines,
Michelle Hough D’02 was the person who made the calls. As a
member of the first cohort, she arranged for her classmates to
tour the London Metals Exchange. Hough had plans of one
day heading the corporation’s IT operations, until something
Kohun said inspired her to radically switch gears.

“I remember Fred saying in class one day, ‘If you want to
do something, find a way to do it.’ I said, ‘Yeah.’ The RMU
program opened up a lot of windows for me to change my
life from the path I was on. It really had the effect of shaking
me up and making me see things differently.”

So Hough went into teaching. Now she is a Penn State
professor specializing in business strategy. This spring
Hough traveled to Malta to teach for a semester on a
Fulbright Scholarship – her second, after having
received one to teach in Denmark.

When he began to doubt government agencies’ ability to steer youths
from broken homes along a straight path,

2 8 . WWW. R M U. EDU



1970s
PATRICIA FANNING CROUSE ’76
is the exhibit and graphic
consultant at Exhibit
Studios/Nimlok Central
Pennsylvania, providing
companies with visual marketing
solutions. Pat and her husband,
Mike, live in Mt. Joy, Pa.

RONALD J. MOCK ’78 was named
to the board of directors of
Allegheny Valley Bancorp Inc.
He is managing partner of Mock
Bosco & Associates P.C. and
CEO of Independent Controller
Services Inc. in Pittsburgh.

1980s
EARL MARTIN ’81, a former
National City executive, is
now with First Commonwealth
Financial Corp. as a senior vice
president and small business area
manager. Martin will handle the
south Pittsburgh region and
will be based in Whitehall.

CHARLES PAGE ’81 is proprietor
of Page’s Dairy Mart on the

South Side of Pittsburgh. Four
generations have helped run
the ice cream stand since 1951.
Chuck took over the operation
from his father in 1986.

DEBORAH A. GRABE ‘85 is
general manager of processed
products for U.S. Steel. She has
been with the company for
more than 20 years, and
recently spent two years as a
procurement manager at U.S.
Steel’s operations in Kosice,
Slovakia, before returning
this year. Deborah resides in
Sewickley.

CAROL HARRITY ’85 has been
named vice president of
strategic business management
for Computer Sciences Corp.’s
North American Public Sector
line of business. Carol resides
in Springfield, Va.

COLLEEN A. REDSHAW ’86 is
the owner of Redshaw Solutions
LLC, a supply chain and
e-business consulting firm.
Colleen resides in Canonsburg.

STEVEN FLICKINGER ’87 won the
Archie League Medal of Safety
Award for heroic flight assists.
An air traffic controller at the
Roanoke Regional Airport, Steve
successfully guided the pilot of a
Piper Cherokee to a safe landing
through 70 mph headwinds and
low visibility last fall. Steve and
his family reside in Salem, Va.

JEFF BELSKY ’87, M’96 serves as
vice president of strategy for the
Pittsburgh Technical Institute.
JOHNENE BELSKY ‘07 is an
emergency room nurse for
St. Clair Hospital. The Belskys
reside in Moon Township.

KEVIN AMOS ’88 was named
CIO of the Year by the Pittsburgh
Technology Council, winning in
the growth category. Kevin is
vice president for technology
at the Green Tree search engine
optimization firm Impaqt, which
was recognized by Forrester
Research as one of the world’s
top search marketing companies.

RANDY BELANSKY ’88 has
been named to the board of
Southwinds Inc., a nonprofit
agency that provides quality
residential care and life skills
training for adults with
developmental challenges
throughout Allegheny County.
Randy is the owner of Randy
Belansky LLC in Coraopolis.

SANDRA FANTINI ’88 of
Papernick & Gefsky LLC was
recently named president of the
2009 board of the Professional
Services Marketing Association.
Sandra lives in Swissvale.

GARY HUGHES ’88 is senior
pastor at the Antioch Baptist
Church in Sewickley. Gary
was associate pastor and senior
program director at Mt. Ararat
in East Liberty, and had assisted
in other parishes. Prior to his
call to ministry, he worked as
an accountant. He and his wife
Denise live in Mars, Pa.

1990s
JAMIE FALLONE SCARANO ’90
is the director of workforce
inclusion strategy at UPMC,
focusing on employee
recruitment and development.
Jamie resides in North
Huntingdon.

MICHELLE DAVISON ’90 is a
guest services representative at
the Beaver Falls Holiday Inn.
She resides in New Brighton
with her daughter, Sydnee.

JOHN SWIATEK M’92 joined
GSP Consulting in Pittsburgh to
direct the newly formed sports,
entertainment, and marketing
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> Golden Grads Return to Campus
Several distinguished alums joined us for spring commencement. From left: MATTHEW BLISTAN '53, EDITH
BRYEN '43, BETTY RADOSH BUCHIN '49, WANDA PREVITALI MAGONE '43, KATHRYN STOFFEL CARRIER '53,
JOANN MOYER MATEER '50, SHIRLEY WIELAND BACON '44, EDWARD VIROSTEK '62 and VALENTINE DEPACE '48.
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a special counsel with the
U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission in Washington, D.C.
Kristina is now residing in Presto.

BONNIE ANDRES DELUCA ’97
and her husband Mike had a
son, Benjamin, on July 29.
Bonnie is the director of
account management at Benefit
Coordinators Corp in Pittsburgh.
Bonnie and Mike also have a
daughter, Isabella, 3; they live
in Sewickley.

JULIE J. HERSTINE ’94, M’97 has
received her Pennsylvania CPA
license. She is an auditor with
Cottrill, Arbutina Professional
Services in New Brighton. Julie
resides in Monaca.

York this June for her book, Peace,
Love and Lemonade: A Recipe to
Make Your Life Sweeter. Nancy is
owner of Silver Lining Solutions
and lives in Pittsburgh.

KRISTINA A. FAUSTI ’97
has moved back to western
Pennsylvania and will serve as
director of legal and regulatory
affairs for Fiduciary360, a global
firm that trains investment
managers. Kristina had been

Edward Jones. Colleen was
previously associated with
Wachovia Services.

GINO RIZZA M’95 became the
borough manager of Dormont in
May. Previously he operated his
own construction company, and
he has worked as an accountant
and auditor with local financial
institutions. Gino is a lifetime
Dormont resident.

NICHOLAS NAVARI M’96 of
Federated Investors is serving as
vice president of the Pittsburgh
Stock and Bond Association for
2009. Nick resides in Gibsonia.

NANCY STAMPAHAR ’96 won a
bronze medal at the Independent
Publisher Book Awards in New

team. John formerly was
president and managing partner
of the Washington Wild Things
minor league baseball team.

MARK DODDS M’93 is an assistant
professor in sport management
at State University of New York
Cortland, where he has received
the department’s Excellence in
Teaching Award and the Civic
Engagement Leadership Award
for charitable fundraising. Mark
and his wife, Jeannine, live in
Cortland, N.Y., with their son,
Spenser, and daughter, Quinn,
who was born on March 31.

COLLEEN M. MITCHELL ’95 recently
relocated to Randleman, N.C.,
and is a financial advisor for

>

WEB
EXCLUSIVE

RON ANTONUCCI '74 and
PAUL LAMPING '73 arranged
a reunion of the Eta Lambda
chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha

this summer at the
Pittsburgh Marriott North
at Cranberry Woods. More
than 30 brothers came from
as far away as California.

For photos from this
and other online

exclusives, check out
www.rmu.edu/foundations.

MAY 2010

SEE THE EMERALD ISLE IN STYLE
Join RMU President Gregory G. Dell'Omo, Polly Dell'Omo,

and a band of merry travelers on an unforgettable tour of Ireland.

Your guide will be Professor James Vincent, noted raconteur and expert on Irish literature,
history, culture, and legend. All arrangements by Gulliver's Travels of Shadyside.

For details, call Jay Carson at (412) 397-5870 or email carsonj@rmu.edu.



DR. CHARLES MANCE D’04 became
vice president for information
technology at California
University of Pennsylvania in
March. He previously was with
Bayer Business and Technology
Services as director of security,
quality, and systems integrity.

PAUL MAVRINAC M’04 was
elected president of the
Pittsburgh chapter of the
Pennsylvania Institute of
Certified Public Accountants.
Paul is a senior manager at
McCrory and McDowell
in Pittsburgh.

MARCIE HAGER ’05 serves as
controller for Guardian Storage
Solutions in Pittsburgh. Marcie
lives in Brentwood.

manager for FedEx and Abby is a
sales representative with Cintas.

AMANDA FUNKHOUSER ’04 and
her husband, Craig, became the
proud parents of Evie May on
February 22. Amanda is an
accountant with Goff, Backa,
Alfera and Co. Amanda and
Craig also have a son, Colin, 3;
they live in Imperial.

MICHAEL HEPLER ’04 married
Dana Fink on June 20. The
Heplers work for the Department
of Defense, Office of the Inspector
General, where Michael is a
senior auditor. After a
honeymoon in St. Lucia, they
reside in Columbus, Ohio.

2000s
MICHAEL J. CERCHIARO ’00 is
director of admissions and
communication at Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart High School in
Coraopolis. He resides in Crafton.

JAMES HALL M’01 was elected
secretary of the chapter of
Pennsylvania Institute of
Certified Public Accountants.
James is manager of tax
administration for Pittsburgh
Glass Works, and he lives in
West Mifflin.

KRISTIN BROWN ’02 is director
of development and marketing
for The Early Learning Institute
in Pittsburgh.

SCOTT BENZEL ’03 and his wife,
Cyndi, became the proud parents
of Baylee Rose on April 7. Scott is
an assistant coach for the RMU
Colonials football team.

GERARD MACIOCE D’03 was
appointed chief information
officer for Westinghouse Electric
Co. He was the company’s
director of systems enterprise
integration for nuclear power
plants. Jerry resides in Gibsonia.

GALEN MOORER ’03 was elected
to the board of the North Side/
North Shore Chamber of
Commerce. Galen resides on
the North Side of Pittsburgh,
where he owns a Rita’s ice
and custard franchise.

JEREMY TORRENCE ’04 and
ABBY ELINE TORRENCE ’04 have
moved to Beaver after five years
in Florida. Jeremy is a service

BOB O’KORN ’97 joined
Benchmark Financial Network as
a financial advisor. He previously
worked for Charles Schwab. Bob
and his wife, Caron, have two
children, Joshua and Mary Alice,
and are residents of the South
Hills of Pittsburgh.

HOPE VACCARO ’97 (above
right) is diversity recruitment
manager for Pittsburgh at
BNYMellon. In June the local
chapter of the American Liver
Foundation, where Hope serves
as director, honored her for
organizing the highest-
contributing teams in the
organization’s fundraising walks.
Hope and her husband, David,
reside in South Park.

GARTH ERICSON ’98 is the director
of parks and recreation for
Manchester Township, Pa. He
was previously assistant director
of student life for intramurals
and club sports at RMU. Garth
resides in York.

THOMAS GENEVRO M’99 was
named vice president of human
resources for Butler Health
System. Tom previously worked
13 years at St. Clair Hospital in
Pittsburgh, where he most
recently was director of
perioperative services.
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3rd ANN

UAL

REGISTRATION/SPONSORSHIP DEADLINE
MONDAY, SEPT. 14

For more information about registration and
sponsorship opportunities, contact the RMU Alumni

Relations Office at 412-397-2586 or rmualum@rmu.edu.

ROBERT MORRIS UNIVERSITY
PRESENTS

ALLEGHENY COUNTRY CLUBALLEGHENY COUNTRY CLUB
SEWICKLEY, PASEWICKLEY, PA

THURSDAY, OCT. 1THURSDAY, OCT. 1

ALLEGHENY COUNTRY CLUB
SEWICKLEY, PA

THURSDAY, OCT. 1
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ALVIN HILL ’08 is an account
executive with PLS Logistics
Services in Rochester. Alvin
lives in New Kensington.

TIMOTHY HUGHES ’08 is a claims
analyst with PLS Logistics
Services in Rochester. Timothy
lives in New Wilmington.

CHRISTIE L. WELSH ’05, M’08
married Nicholas W. Liadis on
November 1, 2008. Christie works
in the retired employee services
department at U.S. Steel. The
couple lives in Oakdale.

STEPHANIE JAVORSKI ’08 was
promoted to manager of
marketing and sales for chemicals
at the Pittsburgh firm Koppers.
Stephanie lives in Brentwood.

CAITLIN LIEBAU ’08 is the
assistant marketing manager
of McFadden’s Restaurant
and Saloon on Pittsburgh’s
North Shore.

muscular dystrophy research.
Merett resides in Crafton.

COURTNEY J. BLUMLING M’07
is office manager for Metalico
Pittsburgh
Inc. She
resides
in Aliquippa.

ASHLEY M. DESJARDINS ’07 is
employed with the Carnival
Cruise Lines as a teen activities
director. Ashley lives in
Salisbury, Md.

LAURA GAWRYLA ‘07 and TYLER
GETHING ’06 became engaged
in March. Laura is an associate
producer at WPXI-TV and a TV
studio technician and student
supervisor at Point Park
University. Tyler is camera and
audio operator for Azcar Training
Systems in Canonsburg and head
editor for “Joe’s Wildside
Adventures,” an outdoors show
on Fox Sports Net Pittsburgh
and The Sportsman Channel.
Laura and Tyler reside in the
South Hills of Pittsburgh.

LEE TERBOSIC ’07 is a corporate
comedy magician, and he
performed his show recently at
the Pittsburgh Improv comedy
club as a fundraiser for the Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation.

DEANNA L. GILKEY M’06 and
Eric Schmuck were married on
May 30. Deanna is an instructor
at the Bidwell Training Center
in Pittsburgh, and Eric is a
CMU graduate. They live in
Monroeville.

DANIEL NARDOZZI M’06 is a
general engineer for the National
Energy Technology Laboratory
in Morgantown, W.V. Daniel,
his wife, Angela, and their
three children reside in
Moon Township.

KARA MOSTOWY RUTOWSKI ’91,
M’06 executive director of The

Early Learning Institute in
Pittsburgh, is vice president
of education on the 2009
board of the Pittsburgh
chapter of the Association
of Fundraising
Professionals.

MERETT BALLOU ’07
works in marketing

and customer
service for Public
Label Brand/PLB
Sports. She also
actively campaigns
for the Ballou Skies
Charity to raise
funds for Duchene

JONATHAN KENDRICK ’05 is
director of alumni affairs at
Madonna High School in
Weirton, W.V., where he also
lives. Jonathan was a physical
education and health teacher
and is the head track coach
and assistant football coach.

LUCAS RIHELY ’06 has received
his Pennsylvania CPA license.
He is an accountant with Cottrill,
Arbutina Professional Services
in New Brighton. Lucas lives
in Beaver.

HARVEY COLE ’06 was promoted
to major in the Pennsylvania
State Police, where he is now
director of the Bureau of Patrol.
Harvey joined the state police
in 1982, and previously was the
commanding officer of Troop A,
Greensburg. Harvey and his
wife, ELAINE VENABLE COLE ’04,
reside in Penn Hills with their
two sons.

>

>

> Colonials in
the Big Apple
Hobnobbing at a New York alumni chapter party in
May. When is your local chapter getting together
next? Call 412-397-2586 to find out.

Class Notes would love to hear from you.



ADAM COUSLEY ’09 is a deduction
analyst with Eaton Corp. in
Moon Township. Adam is

from Greenville, Pa.

Deaths
LAWRENCE R. BOYD ’30 of
Washington, Pa., passed away
on March 22 at the age of 100.
He was believed to be the

oldest living alumnus of RMU.

HARRY J. ALVERSON ’38 of Plum
passed away on May 22

June 14 at the age of 86. He
worked as a trust officer for
Pittsburgh National Bank for
46 years, retiring in 1992.

LLOYD D. DAVIS ’62 of New
Florence, Pa., passed away on
May 24 at age of 67. He was
in the real estate and
insurance business.

CHARLES KOHL ’73 of Moon
Township passed away on
March 30 at the age of 61. He
was employed with RMU for
over 20 years in the information
technology department. He is
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survived by his wife, BETSY ’81,
and son, BENJAMIN ’08.
IRA WESSLER, former professor
of marketing at Robert Morris
University, passed away on
March 16. He was a member
of the faculty for 24 years.

MELISSA ANN BARONE '03
of Freedom passed away on
July 19. Melissa was employed
with Coventry Health Care of
Cranberry Township and also
volunteered with Animal
Friends in Ben Avon.

at the age of 92. A native of
McKeesport, he went to work
during the Great Depression as
a clerk with Firth Sterling Steel
and retired 30 years later as the

company’s
president.

He had a second career as chief
financial officer at Salem Corp.,
a steel industry service company
in Carnegie.

ARTHUR R. WITHROW JR. ’48 of
Neville Island passed away on
January 13 at the age of 84.

WILLIAM M. HENDERSON ’50
of Fox Chapel passed away on

E-mail us at rmualum@rmu.edu.

COME CHEER ON THE COLONIALS AS THEY TAKE ON THE BRYANT BULLDOGS!

Free burgers, hot dogs, chips, and pop at the RMU Alumni Association cookout tent, opening at 10:30 a.m.
Kids can enjoy balloon animals, caricatures, t-shirt painting, and more before the game.

Set up your own tailgate party. Call (412) 397-2424 to for rules and space availability.

KICKOFF AT NOON — DON'T MISS IT!



Laurie Roberts M’04, M’05 may look like a mild-mannered accountant,
but don’t let that fool you. In addition to working at EG Conley’s North
Hills office, she is also a fullback for the Pittsburgh Passion. The team
had a strong season this year, going 7-1 in the
Independent Women’s Football League before falling
to the D.C. Divas in the playoffs in June. Roberts has
been in the league four years, and also plays
Gaelic football for the Pittsburgh Banshees.

A Troy Hill native and graduate of Perry
Traditional Academy, Roberts received
a bachelor’s degree from Allegheny
College and then earned master’s
degrees in business administration
and taxation from Robert Morris
University. When she’s not working
or playing football, she also
volunteers at the Sarah Heinz
House, a Boys & Girls Club on
Pittsburgh’s North Side that provides
sports, recreation, and leadership
programs for children and teenagers.

Did you play pickup football with
the boys in Troy Hill, and did you
beat them up? I remember playing sports
with my brother, David, and my sisters,
Jennifer and Rebecca. There was a group
of about 10 to 15 kids that we played
with. We were pretty competitive and
aggressive, but it never came to blows.

Who were your favorite players as a
kid? Who doesn’t love the Steelers growing
up in Pittsburgh? The first players I
remember watching were Louis Lipps and
Rod Woodson. Of course, stories of the Steeler
greats of the ‘70s, like Franco Harris and Mean
Joe Green, were relived each season. I wish I
could make a play like the Immaculate Reception
before my career is over.

How have your RMU degrees helped you in
your accounting career? My degrees were essential to
my career. My undergrad was in mathematics, so I needed the
accounting and tax classes in order to even sit for the CPA exam.

How do you find time for football practice during tax
season? Fortunately, EG Conley is very supportive of the
Passion and my playing football, and they allow for some
flexibility in my schedule. Last year, when our practices

were in the early evening, I would leave work, head to practice on the
South Side and go back to the office to put in a few more hours before
heading home. My brother and dad help with things around the house,

from shoveling my walk and driveway when it snows to fixing
anything around the house that would otherwise be broken

until April 15th.

Have you ever tackled anyone in the office?
Not yet. But there is a manager who played

linebacker in college who’s asking for it.

Have you applied anything
from your master’s degrees
in business administration
and taxation to the football
field? We did a lot of group
work at RMU, which made me a

better team player and more adapted
to working with various personalities and

backgrounds. I worked full time while attending
the grad programs at RMU, and that helped to

further develop my time-management skills.

Your nickname is Rojo and RMU’s mascot’s
name is RoMo? Are you, by chance, related?
Is RoMo is trying to steal my thunder? Just kidding!

What the heck is Gaelic football? It’s the national
sport of Ireland. It’s kind of a mix between soccer,
basketball, rugby, and volleyball. It’s pretty physical
and fast paced, and it requires a lot of the skills used

in soccer. It was a good fit for me since I played soccer
from rec leagues growing up through college.

What do you find most rewarding about
volunteering at the Sarah Heinz House? Sarah Heinz

House was like a second home to me when I was growing
up. The staff and volunteers had a very positive impact on my
life. Heinz was the first place I played organized sports or
was a part of a team. It’s nice to be able to give back to an
organization that has done so much for me. I especially enjoy
working with the teens, hoping that they see me as a positive
role model that they can relate to.

Do you have a special accountant-esque type of
celebration dance when you score a TD? Maybe
something involving a calculator? Like the NFL, our league

frowns upon the use of props in touchdown celebrations. However,
I’ve had to take my ten-key to games to keep track of all the points

we rack up on our opponents.

WRITTEN BY VALENTINE J. BRKICH | PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEVIN COOKE

10Q WITH LAURIE ROBERTS
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RMU ALUMNI ON THE ROAD
Join us at our pregame receptions at
these men’s basketball road games:

NOVEMBER 12
At Syracuse Orangemen

NOVEMBER 16
At Penn State Nittany Lions

DECEMBER 12
At Duquense Dukes

DECEMBER 15
At Cleveland State Vikings

30 Colonial Theatre presents
“Rent” Through Oct. 4
Massey Theater, 8 p.m.

> OCTOBER
1 RMU Colonial Golf Classic
Allegheny Country Club
Sewickley Heights

1 Career Expo,
Sewall Center Arena
12:30–4 p.m.

14 Pittsburgh Speakers
Series: Jean-Michel Cousteau
Heinz Hall, 8 p.m.

> SEPTEMBER
18 RMU Night
Pirates vs. Padres
PNC Park, 7 p.m.

23 Irish singer Sean Tyrrell
Massey Theater, 7 p.m.

26 Homecoming Weekend
Football vs. Bryant U.
Joe Walton Stadium, Noon

30 Pittsburgh Speakers
Series: Pervez Musharraf
Heinz Hall, 8 p.m.

15 Alumni Leadership
Open Meeting, Holiday Inn-
Moon Township, 6 p.m.

22 Alumni Networking
Luncheon, Wright’s Seafood
Inn, Heidelberg, Noon

> NOVEMBER
5 Women of RMU Luncheon,
Omni William Penn, Noon

11 Colonial Theatre presents
“Sweeney Todd” Through
Nov. 15, Massey Theater, 8 p.m.

23 Pittsburgh Speakers
Series: Laura Bush
Heinz Hall, 8 p.m.




